
awww

Merck Animal Health is committed to improving the health and well-being of animals through innovative science-based 
solutions, products, treatments and services that help ensure a safe and affordable food supply. We provide the most 
comprehensive vaccine portfolio and lead in global biological solutions. We also provide other vital prevention strategies 
including wellness programs and disease surveillance and diagnostics. Our priority: advanced diagnostics and 
preventative approaches to help keep animals healthy and minimize the need for treatment. 
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TALKING TO CONSUMERS
about the benefits of animal vaccines

Vaccines benefit the environment
•  Animal vaccines reduce death loss in animal herds,

which means we don't have to treat animals for illness
as often and fewer resources are used or wasted.5,6

• Healthy animals require fewer resources to raise,
which reduces the environmental footprint of
raising animals.5

•  Animal vaccines are considered the first line of 
defense against diseases.

•   Vaccines reduce the need for treating illness.1

•  Less disease and illness means improved animal 
health and well-being.
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•  Vaccines protect animals from contracting disease that they 
   may then transmit to humans. 2,3

• Vaccines minimize the likelihood and spread of 
    food-borne pathogens.4

•  Vaccines help keep food affordable. By keeping animal 
healthy, food can be produced using fewer resources.5
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CONSUMER: I know why I have my kids vaccinated, but 
I never really thought about farm animals needing 
vaccines. What’s the story behind that?
Thanks for mentioning that you vaccinate your kids. I do, 
too. And just like people, animals sometimes get sick. An 
important way to prevent illness in animals is to vaccinate. 
Vaccines act as a first line of defense and provide many 
great benefits to both animals and people.

CONSUMER: How do animal vaccines help people?
You may find it interesting to know that the benefits of 
animal vaccines extend to people as well. For example, 
animal vaccines minimize the risk of animals contracting 
diseases that may then be spread to humans.2,3 They also 
minimize the spread and likelihood of food-borne 
pathogens like salmonella.4 And since animal vaccines 
reduce the need for treating sick animals, they also reduce 
antibiotic use in animals.1 

CONSUMER: That’s nice to hear that they reduce the 
need to use antibiotics. What types of things do you 
vaccinate animals for?
I understand you have questions, and I’m glad that I can 
answer them. Farmers work with veterinarians to identify 
diseases they need to prevent in their herd, the 
appropriate vaccination and the right time to vaccinate 
the animal. For example, one thing we vaccinate cattle for 
is tuberculosis. We vaccinate pigs for foot and mouth 
disease, and we now have technology to vaccinate poultry 
in the shell to prevent diseases that have been known to 
wipe out entire flocks.7  Taking care of our animals is a top 
priority for us on the farm, and healthy animals equals 
safe, wholesome food for your dinner table. 

CONSUMER: How do we know vaccines are safe?
When it comes to food, safety is the number one priority. 
The USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) has been regulating vaccines for more than 100 
years.5 APHIS and its regulations ensure vaccines are 
pure, safe, potent and effective.5 Just like with humans 
and pets, each animal vaccine must undergo rigorous 
testing and regulation to prove it isn’t worthless, 
contaminated, dangerous or harmful.5 Animal vaccines 
are considered the first line of defense against diseases, 
and by keeping animals healthy, food can be produced 
using fewer resources.5

CONSUMER: Are there any other benefits to me 
because you vaccinate animals?

That’s a great question. There are other economic and 
environmental benefits to animal vaccines as well. 
Vaccines reduce death loss in animal herds, which 
means we don’t have to treat animals for illness as often 
and fewer resources are used or wasted.5,6 Since fewer 
resources are used, the cost of raising food is lowered, 
which helps keep food affordable for consumers.5 And 
as technology improves, our vaccines will continue to 
get simpler and more effective.5

CONSUMER: That sounds great. Thanks for sharing 
more information about the benefits of 
animal vaccines.
My pleasure. We understand transparency in 
food production is important, and I enjoy these 
conversations and the open dialogue. Our tagline is “The 
Science of Healthier Animals,” and we prioritize 
preventative approaches to help keep animals healthy 
and minimize the need for treatment. We are also 
always looking for ways to improve animal care.

Consumers want to know more about how their food is grown and raised. 
We understand that many people may not know much about the safety and benefits of vaccines, and that farm 
animals are vaccinated just like humans and pets. We want to be transparent and help people understand how 

farmers work to keep their animals healthy to provide high-quality, affordable food.
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